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Dear Choral Singers,         May 27, 2020 

If this were a typical year, you would have received several communications from me by now.  Many of 

you would be registered to sing for the coming season, music would have been distributed and 

anticipation would be high for our time spent joyfully making and sharing music. This is not, however, a 

typical year. 

The board of the Metropolitan Choral Festival held off making a final decision regarding the 2020 season, 

hopeful that the pandemic would subside to a level that we could safely gather.  It is with deep sadness 

that I inform you that the MCF board has unanimously voted to cancel the 2020 summer festival season 

and performance.  Until there is a vaccine and successful treatments for Covid-19, gathering in large 

groups for extended periods of time, both for singers and audience members, is not recommended.  As 

much as we love singing the great works that we perform every summer, it is simply not possible to do so 

safely. 

I have often shared that the two summer months I spend with you are what feed my soul professionally 

and musically for the rest of the year.  The vision of the MCF is so unique in that it allows a group of 

people, who have the option to take the summer off from all choruses, to continue doing what they love 

- - - singing and making music.  And singing some of the greatest choral works known to man with some 

of the most talented professional musicians in the Denver area.  In eight years, we have blessed and been 

blessed by performing Brahms, Dvorak, Bach, Vaughan Williams, Haydn, Mendelssohn, and Mozart.  I 

have felt that the triumph of the 2019 performance could never be topped.  For those of you who 

participated in that performance (and the rehearsal on the preceding night), you know what I mean.  I am 

looking forward to the 2021 performance as a triumph of greater worth - - a triumph of healing, 

humanity and community. 

Though the rehearsals and performance will be sorely missed, I encourage you, along with your friends, 

family, co-workers and places of business to consider a donation to ensure a strong return in the summer 

of 2021.  Donor letters will be sent out in the coming days and I invite you to extend the invitation to 

everyone in your sphere who has a love for the arts. 

I encourage all of you to visit our NEW website (www.metropolitanchoralfestival.org).  Kudos to board 

member, Joyce Witte, for giving it a completely fresh look, and to both Joyce and her daughter for 

bringing my logo vision to life (see lower left corner).  And a special thank you to fellow board members, 

Carol High, Charlie Miller, Howard Brand, and president, Kunle Taiwo, for diligently carrying on the vision 

of friend and colleague, Ronald J. Williams. 

I hold each of you, my dear friends, in my heart.  Be safe.  Be well.  I would love to hear from you.  Let us 

not become strangers.  And until I see you in 2021,  

“Deep peace of the running wave to you; Deep peace of the flowing air to you; 

Deep peace of the quiet earth to you; Deep peace of the shining stars to you; 

Deep peace of the gentle night to you; Moon and stars pour their healing light on you. 

Deep peace of Christ the light of the world to you; Deep peace of Christ to you.” 

 
 
 
Ricki Vorrath-Moyer, Artistic Director, MCF  


